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The Teepee in the Shantytown

On August 17, 1993, bulldozers plowed through “the Hill,” the unofficial
name of one of the oldest shantytowns in New York City, located at the
corner of Canal and Chrystie Streets right at the foot of the Manhattan
Bridge. “Its fifty or so occupants were uprooted in an early-morning action
that officials said was for their own safety,” lan Fisher of the New York Times
reported the following day, “crushing into bits of plywood and muddy rags
one of the most visible symbols of homelessness in Manhattan.”* The Hill
had been one of the last remaining homeless encampments left around New
York City in a decade where homelessness had skyrocketed. David Dinkins,
who as Manhattan borough president had run in 1990 on a platform for the
homeless, vowing to champion their rights and the city’s obligation to house
them, quickly changed gears once he took office as mayor.*® His tenure is
characterized by a cohesive and aggressive campaign to rid the streets of

116 URBAN SITES



