EIV — ALINNIAINOD 338 aseald

“J13quung pasn
Wo4j 1Ing 9y JBY) SWOOI UIPOOM
pajueis jo asnoyyouer Fuymeids
siy je Jowwey e dunuiod ‘zarwey
TN pies |, ‘esolapuog Aw st siyj
“Apunwuiod jo asuas e pue
Jajppys jusueunad way) uaAid sey
IH 3y ‘o3e sieak aay dn umoiy;
SJOM SINY ISI Yy JdUIS Suol)
-Ipuod FuiAl] 112y} Jnoqe paweyse
10U I JJIH Sy} UO AL} OYM UIWOM
M) 3Y) pue udw 2y} jo jsow jng
) . 'Speay
JI3Y} 1940 JOOI ud03p E asay) dn
ajdoad 3y} 5A18 uaAa 3, ued 11 1nq ‘sainy
-unod iyjjo dipy 01 Kem sy jo o
$303 sty i Anunod 3iq v, “tH
3Y) WOl }9311S 34} UMOP JIUIP [jeuis
e jJo 1deuew oy ‘serefery yoIN
pres  ‘dweys s esusuwy st siyj

'Sa1LIS palu) Ay ul
suonepndod ssopawoy 1sagief ay) jo
3UO0 0} JUIOY JUI0I3q SBY FI0 4 MIN
Y404 JO N0 SpuUBSHOY) JO SPAIpUTY
mangy juswhojdwsun Fuisu  pue
‘Burtnoy juai-moj jsouwr ng’ padim
sjuas uuieos jo apesap e IOy

! ‘$sojawoy

Jo syuel duimoid s yim adoo o)

Anprqeur s 1o pasjqnoxy Ajjeroueuy
Y3 Jo joquids Fununey e si jji ays
Uo SjnYy jejsuw pue pieogpied ‘poom
Jo uonoajjoo piezeydey oy ‘syuap
-1831 Aqiesu pue s19AUp Auew o]

. ‘sdeqiew
SBAUED JO Jn0 payojns 32day 100§-61
SAISSBUL B SPUNOLINS UME[ JIIP §, 018D
-85 N pue s3es painojod Ajiydiq
Yim 3910801 pon sassaljjewl pue
s1adred jo yjinb Aze1d e s1 joor s 2977
“TA ‘19800 931%] © jO 52IS Ay} 01-uBI|
poomAjd e si uonippe s zanwey ‘I
"USWOM PUE USLI SSI[AWOY (f IN0GE

g pardn00 pue 1jing ‘sumojkjureys
duipueys-1sa3uo] s L1d oy jo suo
SI uoneutdse) 1yl Jo 399{qo ay |,
‘sydeidojoyd axe; maj pjoq
V ‘[eaosdde ur dn squinyj siay yof
pue suloy Jidy} jyuoy awog *Ajun|d
3IEJS PUE SMOPUIM JIY) UMOP }jOI
Si9ALIp jsow ‘uapled ajqejada [eu
-NWWOI S |[TH Y} wiodj y)3ua) s, wiie
ue Ajoaeq 3uissey “dures yixa m.owvtu
Ay} JjO uieans sied asoym Aqsiasse
Buiymed jo spuesnoy) aie syse)
onsatuop asay) uo [13ia e Juidaay
‘UMB|
siy Jjo o3eqJed sayel osedRf YIIN
PU® :JOOI siYf SajBMSUIdI 99 [[IGYO A
fasnoy siy 0) UOHIPPE ue U0 Aeme
SIdWwey zonwey Awwes ‘02i9)s
Aqeau © wouy sarejq Asnuw SIYA
o *sa10yo Suruiow-Aep
-Ines 19yl noqe oF [y ay; jo
Sjuapisal ‘sayose unsna s a8pug
UBJIBYURJA] 31} JO MOPRYS 3] N

SHVIING uBiodof

01 8,99019 o [ Bunyduy 3y sarias

U JO YIXIS O} 24 $911iD 2SN [ “aqo]0)
Y[ 1D $01440 DU PaI240d
djsnornoad 42140doi pouanof 12041
11PM 4owiof v “YSINOJ Sy “SSajaoy
Buisiadiarua 5,411 y10f moN 1w Yoo
Japd-om} v sayD)
‘9861 ul pausdo
npaing ssauisng

uo j40doy ayy aouis
Wuapuodsailod yiof
M puodas s i
PR 01D X

D 402k puodss 43y
ut YSINOJ ainbooyp

MYOX MAN W
HSIN°W HINBOV[

avouav 38079 JHL

SI [[IH 243 239y st owoy ‘ojdoad swos 1o,

ofi] 421139 D 0} 33pLIG D Pa1an0Isp aavy umojdjuvy

§ Y408 MON D fo sjuopisay | LididS TVNAKWINOD

e e e

B e -




; === The Globe and Mail, Thursday, October 24, 1991

_
t

Community a refuge

e From Page A1 .

Since he moved to the Hill three
years ago, he has created a home
that, he said, compares favourably
with many of the run-down apart-
ments he previously rented in New
York’s ghettos. It also comes with-
out the aggravation of monthly bills
or landords.

‘The Ponderosa is brimming with
the comforts of most conventional
homes. Used furniture and such
rusting appliances as a washing ma-
cline, dryer, stereo, television and
sthall fridge crowd every corner. His
belongings were accumulated over
the years on daily scavenging expe-
ditions through city streets and gar-
bage bins.

The appliances run on electricity
that Mr. Ramirez siphons from the
Manhattan Bridge. There is enough
laft over for his neighbours to oper-
ate-electric frying pans, alarm clocks
and a few TV sets,

‘Water is drawn from a nearby fire
hydrant. For heat on cold nights, re-
sidents make bed warmers out of tin
pots filled with embers from fires in
old oil drums. Lending an odd legiti-
macy to the community, city gar-
bage collectors unexpectedly began
weekly pickups from the Hiil a year
ago

-131U's a pretty good setup; I can't
complain,” Mr. Ramirez said.

-Most of the Hill's residents earn
money by unloading trucks for
nearby stores, collecting refundable
cans from city streets or reselling
abandoned and sometimes stolen
goods.

.Fhe alternatives for most of the
Hill's residents are bleak. Because
many are single, the mostly black or
Hispanic men that live on the Hill
rank at the bottom of the city's pri-
ority lists for public housing. Most
can't get a steady job because they
lack proper training or have drug or
alcohol problems. Some simply pre-
fer the shanty life to a low-wage job
that barely pays enough to cover
high city rents.

New York has many temporary
shelters for the homeless, but single
men are usually dispatched to caver-
nous armouries where armed secu-
rity guards treat them like prisoners,
and where violence and theft are
rampant.

Although drug use is a growing
problem on the Hill, its residents
have been luckier than most of the
city’s homeless squatters. In the past
year, larger shantytowns on the
Lower East Side and near Central
Park were razed by city bulldozers
after local residents complained of
increased violence, drug trafficking
and garbage pollution.

City officials have mostly ignored
the peopie on the Hill beeause 1t is on
state property at the foot of the
bridge. The dishevelled shanties do
not seem to offend many residents in
Chinatown, where dirty, clogged
irfeets are the norm.

The Hill's future was also helped

y the arrival last Thanksgiving of

r. Fracaro, -39, and Gabriele
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Schafer, 33, a Brooklyn couple who
produce experimental plays about
such social outcasts as punks or the
mentally ill.

Initially, the couple’s plan was to
put a tepee on the Hill to mark the
anniversary of the Wounded Knee
Indian massacre and to draw
attention to the plight of the home-
less. They slept in the tepee the first
night to protect it from vandals, but
ended up staying a year to learn
more about the community.

“It was the least dilettante thing to
do,” Ms. Schafer said.

The tepee's presence has helped
generate support for the Hill from
New York's art and journalism com-
munity. The New Yorker published
a lengthy report on the shantytown
this summer, and the Municipal Arts
Society of New York feztured the
tepee in a special publication on city
landmarks.

In September, dozens of theatre-
goers trotted through the shanty-
town to watch the couple's perfor-
mance of a Heiner Meuller play that
was staged in the tepee and featured
a walk-on appearance by one of the
Hill's homeless. By performing plays
on the Hill, the couple hopes to gen-
erate more respect for the commu-
nity.

“We're demanding that people
accept the lifestyle that the people on
the Hill have chosen,” M. Schafer
said.

Lately, however, the orderly life
on the Hill has been plagued by a
problem that inevitably infects most
poor neighbourhoods in the city.
This summer, drug sellers set up
shop in a corner of the shantytown,
scaring away some long-time resi-
dents and attracting so many new-
comers that some anticipate the city
may send in the bulldozers.

Such a precarious future would be
devastating for most communities,
but people on the Hill are always
prepared for upheaval. “Let them
come and tear it down,” Ms. Schafer

said. “We'll just build it back up the '

nextday.”
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